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that I like tall, narrow, much splayed & round-headed windows.
As you don't, accept this as the swan-song of one other part of
my independence & conceit.

Would it bore you (somewhat before Oct 2) to inquire of
Rollings what would be the cost of the first edition of Doughty,
the Arabia Deserta^ published by the Cambs. Univ. Press about
20 years back? Also of a copy (now out of print) of the Wander-
ing Scholar in the Levant by D. G. Hogarth, one of the best travel
books ever written. If this latter is reasonable in price (under
io/- c'est a dire) get it, and read it, sending the bill to 2 Polstead
Rd. which has strict orders to forward to me all things delicious,
or from you.

Now I am going to sleep, & tomorrow I am going on to Cher-
bourg, and on Wednesday I am going back into Normandy to
lose myself in the reading of some well-printed French books I
have found at last. A very cheap series, of which at the present
moment I am carrying 7. (Ye shades of light weights, & the
devotee of running shorts for comfort): but they really are jolly
books. Montaigne (2 vols), Tristan and Iseult^ Jehan de Saintre^
xiiith cent, fabliaux, de Nerval & a French anthology.

[Lawrence took first class honours in history, partly on the
strength of his thesis The Military Architecture of the Crusades
(since published as Crusader Castles]. D. G. Hogarth recom-
mended him for a demyship at Magdalen College, Oxford,
and Lawrence set off for the Carchemish dig, then being begun
under Hogarth's leadership, for the British Museum, on the
Messageries Maritimes boat Saghalien* 'By extraordinary good
fortune' the boat kept breaking down. He thus had a day ashore
at Naples and another at Athens.]

23*.   TO HIS MOTHER
December 1910                                                       Messageries Maritimes
[96 lines omitted^   Before you reach Athens you pass through
green fields and over small streams, that effectually wash away